
To: City Council

From: Rich Morrison, Community Development Director 

Date: August 7, 2023 

Re: Subdivision Ordinance Amendments

Background:  A public hearing is scheduled for August 14 on amendments to the City’s Subdivision 
Ordinance.  The amendments have to with sidewalk ramps at intersections and when they are constructed.  
The amendments propose to eliminate the language in Sections 142 (1-7).  Sidewalk ramps, as well as other 
sidewalk and non-motorized pathway requirements are addressed in the Municipal Standards. 

For additional background information, please refer to the attached July 18, 2023 

Recommendation:  Staff recommends holding the required public hearing and consider taking action to amend the 
Subdivision Ordinance by eliminating Sections 142 (1-7). 

Action:  Consider adopting the attached resolution to eliminate Sections 142 (1-7) of the Subdivision Ordinance. 

Attachments: 
1. Memo dated 7-18-2023
2. Public Hearing Notice
3. Current Subdivision Ordinance
4. Proposed Amendment
5. Ordinance as Amended
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To: City Council 

From: Rich Morrison, Community Development Director 

Date: July 18, 2023 

Re: Subdivision Ordinance and Municipal Standards 

Background: 

City Council approved amendments to the Subdivision Ordinance in March 2023 and adopted the Municipal 
Standards in June 2023. 

Prior to the adoption of the Municipal Standards, City Council discussed Chapter 3, Sidewalks and Non-
Motorized Pathways - specifically the provision, “All ramps shall be installed prior to any building construction,” 
which caused some concern.  During the discussion, it was found the Subdivision Ordinance contained identical 
language.  Staff suggested it would bring back language to address the City  Council’s concerns at a later date. 

After discussion with the Zoning Administrator and Engineer, it has been clarified that the “ramps” in question 
are the ADA-compliant sidewalk ramps at street intersections.  Staff has reviewed the Subdivision Ordinance and 
Municipal Standards and offers the following suggestions to add clarity: 

Amend Subdivision Ordinance Section 36-142 - Sidewalks & Non-Motorized Pathways by deleting Sections 
142(1)-(7).  These sections are repeated in the Municipal Standards.  Section 36-142 specifically states, “Sidewalks 
and non-motorized pathways must be constructed in compliance with the Municipal Standards.”  The suggested 
action removes from the ordinance the provision requiring “All ramps shall be installed prior to any building 
construction.” 

Additionally, the Municipal Standards should be amended as follows: 

The “all ramps” provision is deleted and replaced with “sidewalk ramps.”  “Sidewalk ramps located at street 
intersections or when the sidewalk intersects with a street” is moved to the road design section and these ramps 
are constructed at the same time as streets. 

A provision for “sidewalk ramps not located at street intersections” is included in the Sidewalks and Non-
Motorized Pathways section in the event sidewalk ramps are utilized at locations other than street intersections or 
where a sidewalk intersects with a street. 

A few other minor modifications are suggested to the Municipal Standards related to the above-mentioned 
modifications. 

  



Recommendation: 

Staff recommends amending the Subdivision Ordinance by deleting Sections 142 (1)-(7).  The language proposed 
for deletion is nearly identical to that found in the Municipal Standards. 

Staff further recommends amending the Municipal Standards by clarifying the application of “ramps.”  
Customarily, “ramps” means sidewalk ramps located at street intersections or the intersection of the sidewalk and 
a street. 

City Council Action 

Set a public hearing for August 14, 2023, to amend the Subdivision Ordinance by deleting Section 142 (1)-(7). 

Adopt amendments to the Subdivision Ordinance and Municipal Standards at the August 14, 2023, City Council 
meeting. 

Attachments: 
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