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[bookmark: _Hlk496768668]GRAND LEDGE PLANNING COMMISSION
310 GREENWOOD ST.
GRAND LEDGE MI 48837
(517) 627-2149
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026 – 6:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
310 GREENWOOD ST., GRAND LEDGE MI 48837
I. ROLL CALL OF PLANNING COMMISSION – Todd Gute, Vice Chair (acting as Chair for this meeting); Commissioners John Brunette, Bob Doty, Rachel Duncan, Tom Hedlund, Simeon Lowe, Erica Shuff, Mike Stevens (absent) and Matt Salmon (absent),
OTHERS PRESENT – Rich Morrison and Nick Montry, Zoning Administrator
Vice Chair Gute introduced and welcomed Zoning Administrator Nicholas (Nick) Montry.  Mr. Montry spoke briefly on his background.  Commissioners welcomed Mr. Montry to the City.  
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Zoning Administrator Nick Montry Duncan led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.
III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Council liaison Jancek reported that the Iron Removal Plant has been fully operational for some time.  He also noted that the Wastewater Treatment Plant construction is on schedule.  He updated the Commission on other items of interest.   
IV. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA
A. Motion – To approve the Thursday, March 5, 2026, Planning Commission regular agenda.
COMMISSIONER HEDLUND, MOVED, AND COMMISSIONER LOWE SECONDED, TO APPROVE THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026, PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING AGENDA, AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Motion – To approve the Thursday, January 8, 2026, Planning Commission regular meeting minutes.
COMMISSIONER HEDLUND MOVED, AND COMMISSIONER DOTY SECONDED, TO APPROVE THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES, AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
VII. NEW BUSINESS
A. Motion – To approve the draft 2026-2031 Capital Improvements Plan and recommend approval to City Council Review of Draft Master Plan.
Community Development Director Rich Morrison presented the Capital Improvements Plan (CIP).  He called the Commission’s attention to page 37 of the CIP which added a watermain crossing of the Grand River to replace a broken and abandoned watermain crossing of the River between Jaycee Park and E. Front St.  He provided an overview of the 2026-2031 CIP.
The Commission asked questions about several Capital Improvements Plan projects and discussed the CIP.
COMMISSIONER DOTY MOVED, AND COMMISSIONER LOWE SECONDED, TO RECOMMEND THAT CITY COUNCIL ADVANCE THE ENTRYWAY SIGNAGE PROJECT LISTED ON PAGE 22 OF THE CIP IF FUNDING ALLOWS.  MOTION CARRIED UNAMINIOUSLY.
COMMISSIONER DOTY MOVED, AND COMMISSIONER BRUNETTE SECONDED, TO RECOMMEND THAT CITY COUNCIL ADVANCE THE WIDEWALK -E. SAGINAW TO ROUNDABOUT PROJECT LISTED ON PAGE 22 OF THE CIP AND INCLUDE IT IN THE FY 2027-2032 CIP AS A CITY FUNDED PROJECT DUE TO SAFETY CONCERNS. MOTION CARRIED UNAMINIOUSLY
COMMISSIONER DOTY MOVED, AND COMMISSIONER DUNCAN, TO APPROVE THE FY 2026-2031 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN AND RECOMMEND THAT CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE CIP. MOTION CARRIED UNAMINIOUSLY
B. Motion – To recommend approval of the draft Prohibited Weed Ordinance to City Council.
Zoning Administrator Nick Montry provided an overview of the Prohibited Weed Ordinance.  He provided several reasons that a new ordinance was being advanced, including ease of reading and understanding by the public.
The Planning Commission discussed the draft ordinance and asked questions.
COMMISSIONER DUNCAN MOVED, AND COMMISSIOER SCHUFF SECONDED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT CITY COUNCIL APPROVE THE PROHIBITED WEED ORDINANCE FOLLOWING REVIEW BY THE CITY ATTORNEY AND FURTHER CLARIFYING LANGUAGE ADDED BY STAFF. MOTION CARRIED UNAMINIOUSLY.
C. Discussion – The State legislative bill package that would pre-empt local zoning authority and consider possible action.
The Planning Commission discussed and voiced its displeasure with the bills that would pre-empt local zoning laws.  Commissioners stated that local governments were better suited to dealing with local issues that broad based policies enacted by the State.  Commissioners acknowledged the bills could be applicable in a new zoning district, but do not agree with the proposed legislative bills.  Acting Chair Gute remarked that the bill package undermines and devalues the years of investment made by the Planning Commission insuring that Grand Ledge’s character and viability through site plan review and ordinance enactment.
COMMISSIONER DOTY MOVED, AND COMMISSIOER HEDLUND SECONDED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION REQUESTS STAFF TO DRAFT AND SEND A LETTER TO LOCAL LEGISLATORS OPPOSING THE ATTEMPT BY THE STATE TO PRE-EMPT LOCAL ZONING AND INFORM LEGISLATOR THAT LOCAL DECISIONS SHOULD BE MADE BY LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES. MOTION CARRIED UNAMINIOUSLY.
D. Motion – To recommend that City Council pass a resolution to assert its right to approve or reject the Master Plan.
Community Development Director Rich Morrison provided a brief overview of the topic.  He indicated that approval of the Master Plan by City Council is important as it demonstrates that the Planning Commission and City Council are on the same page.
COMMISSIONER SCHUFF MOVED, AND COMMISSIONER HEDLUND SECONDED, TO THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION REQUEST THAT CITY COUNCIL TO PASS A RESOLUTION AS REQUIRED BY PA 33 of 2008 TO ASSERT ITS RIGHT TO APPROVE OR REJECT THE MASTER PLAN.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
E. Discussion – Draft Master Plan – Review of Grand Ledge Public Schools section of the draft Master Plan.
Community Development Director Rich Morrison briefed the Planning Commission on this matter.  The Planning Commission acknowledged the value of having a Grand Ledge Public Schools section in the Master Plan.
F. Discussion – Draft Master Plan – Review timetable for adoption of Master Plan and review the Unfinished Business list.
The Planning Commission reviewed the timetable for review and adoption of the Master Plan by the Planning Commission, currently scheduled for a Public Hearing and approval on June 2026, and reviewed the Unfinished Business list.  Staff prepared the list, which are items that the Planning Commission did not have time to address during the development of the current Master Plan development. The Commission identified the following three items to as priorities: locations for pedestrian bridges, concepts for reuse/relocation of Front St. Water Tower if the water tower is no longer viable, identify optimal locations for aging in place housing.  The Unfinished Business list will be added to the Master Plan as an appendix.
G. Discussion – Public Act 58 of 2025 – House/Senate Bill increasing the allowable parcel divisions under certain circumstances.
Rich Morrison introduced the topic, which included informing the Commission that the number of divisions has increased from 4 to 10, and that there is an option for local municipalities to allow additional land divisions.  The Commission discussed the topic and possible ramifications.  No action was taken.
VIII. ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
IX. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT
A. Rich Morrison reported the ADA Observation Platform in Jaycee Park is moving along well.  Poor soils slowed progress for about 10 days.  Demolition of the former Bob’s Marathon building is supposed to occur in the next month or two. The State Land Bank is responsible for the demolition.  The Parks and Rec Commission is working on its Park and Ree Master Plan. 
X. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Keith Weaver spoke to the Commission.  He noted that the Oneida Township Planning Commission had not received the City Master Plan for review.
XI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION
Commissions made brief comments about the meeting.
XII. ADJOURNMENT
CHAIR GUTE ADJOURNED THE THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026, PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING, AT 8:07 P.M.

	Nick Montry, Zoning Administrator

	Todd Gute, Acting Chair



