
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Ledge Construction 
Board of Appeals 

AGENDA 
WEDNESDAY, 08 JANUARY 2025 – 4:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 
310 GREENWOOD ST., GRAND LEDGE MI 48837 

I. ROLL CALL OF CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS – Gary Cypher, Jack McNamara II, Mike Stevens, 
Rodney Young 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

IV. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 

A. Motion – To approve the Wednesday, 08 January 2025, Construction Board of Appeals agenda. 

V. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Appeal – By the City of Grand Ledge of the Building Official’s decision on and interpretation of 
Michigan Mechanical Code Section 401.4(2). 

VI. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Gregory L. Newman, City Clerk 
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December 19, 2024  
Project No. 210262

Rich Morrison  
Community Development Director
City of Grand Ledge
310 Greenwood Street
Grand Ledge, MI 48837

Grand Ledge Iron Removal Plant Project – Intake Louver Code Review

The Dewitt Township Building Department provided the City of Grand Ledge (City) with a determination that the 
intake louver for the City’s Iron Removal Plant project was in violation of Section 401.4 of the 2015 International 
Mechanical Code. Upon detailed review of the concerns raised and further discussion with the City, we take 
exception to the interpretation that the intake louver location is not compliant with the Building Code.

The location of the intake louver was selected, with consideration of code requirements and building purpose and 
use, to provide an efficient layout of the intake air components for construction and operation of the system. The 
building design and intake location was reviewed and approved by Dewitt Township Code officials during plan 
review. 

The area within 10 feet of the intake is not designed for parking, loading, or vehicular traffic. The overhead door 
near this space is for removal of large equipment that can not otherwise be removed through a conventional 
door. Equipment removal would be infrequent, on the order of 10 years or more, and completed by forklift, for 
loading onto a trailer located in one of the driveway areas around the plant. Equipment removal and loading will 
not create an ongoing hazardous or noxious contaminant source. The intake location meets requirements for 
distance from the nearest marked parking space. The plant will not receive deliveries that would require use of 
the overhead door at the north end of the plant. The design of the site allows for deliveries to the south end of 
the building with access to the north side being limited for delivery trucks. The only deliveries are for chemicals 
which are delivered to the opposite side of the plant. The building design and the intake location was reviewed 
and approved by the Dewitt Township Code officials during plan review. 

In an effort to address the concern about a vehicular parking/idling in front of the overhead door, the City 
proposed to paint pavement markings in front of the overhead door to indicate the area as a No-Parking space, 
including striping on the pavement and apron near the intake louver. The iron removal plant facility entrance is 
gated with access only allowed for City staff or approved visitors; it is not accessible to the public. This will allow 
the City to control access to the area in question.

Attached is a plan showing the no parking striping. The Dewitt Township Code officials rejected this proposed plan 
and are calling for installation of monitoring and alarms designated for enclosed parking garage structures. The 
City would like to appeal this determination.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at 616.464.3825 or 
cmccorkle@fishbeck.com.

Sincerely,

Colin G. McCorkle, PE
Senior Water and Wastewater Engineer

Attachment
By email
Copy: Kurt Ristow, Adam Smith – City of Grand Ledge

mailto:cmccorkle@fishbeck.com
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